
 

N95 Masks 

An N95 mask is a respirator. When worn properly by 
persons who have been medically cleared, trained and 
fitted, an N95 respirator is used to reduce the wearer’s 
risk of inhaling hazardous airborne particles (including 
small droplets that may contain viruses. N95 respirators 

are in short supply and are only to be worn by persons, such as healthcare workers and emergency 
responders, who are in direct contact with ill patients. If you aren’t involved with providing care 
to ill patients or servicing their environment, you may not wear an N95 mask on campus.  

Surgical Mask 

A surgical mask can be used to prevent the wearer 
from being exposed to splash and splatter of body 
fluids in a healthcare setting and can also lower the 
emission of large particles generated when the 
wearer coughs, talks or sneezes. Surgical masks are 

needed in healthcare settings where they are worn by ill patients to lower the amount of virus-
laden droplets released when the patient coughs or sneezes. Surgical masks are also in short 
supply and are not to be worn by the general public because they are needed in healthcare 
settings. 

Cloth Masks 

Cloth masks are not personal protective equipment. 
Unfortunately, we do not have reliable information 
about the effectiveness of cloth masks in controlling the 
spread of viruses that may be generated when the 
wearer coughs, sneezes or talks. The CDC recommends 
wearing cloth face coverings in public settings where 
other social distancing measures are difficult to maintain 
(e.g., grocery stores and pharmacies), especially in areas of significant community-based 
transmission. 

 

MASKS: UNDERSTANDING THE VARIOUS TYPES 

 



Surgical Masks and N95 Respirators 
Understanding the Difference 

 
 Surgical Mask 

 
 

N95 Respirator 

 

Purpose Provides wearer protection against large 
droplets, splashes or sprays of body fluids 
Protects the patient or those in close 
proximity from some of the wearer’s 
respiratory emissions. 

Reduces wearer’s exposure to large 
and small particles, including 
inhalable droplets that may carry 
viruses.  

Filtration Is not considered respiratory protection 
and does not provide wearer with reliable 
level of protection from inhaling small 
airborne particles 

When properly fitted and worn, 
filters out at least 95% of large and 
small airborne particles. 

Face Seal Fit Loose Tight-fitting 
User Seal 
Check 
Requirement 
 

No Yes, required each time you put on 
the respirator 

Fit Test 
required by 
EHS 

No Yes 

Leakage Yes, around the edges of the mask when a 
person inhales or exhales 

When properly fitted and put on, 
there may be a slight amount of 
leakage when the wearer inhales or 
exhales. 

DPS Intended 
Use 

Wear when out in public, on patrol or 
interacting with members of the 
community.   

Wear when: 
• Transporting ill students to 

McCosh or isolation locations. 
• Responding to emergencies 

where ill students are isolated.  
Do not wear as a face covering 
when out in public, except as 
described above.  

DPS Use Unless contaminated, use one surgical 
mask per shift. 

Dispose after each use. 

 

 


